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Answer TWO (2) of the EIGHT (8) questions provided 


1. 


‘Metaphysics is the study of ultimate reality.” Do you like this definition of metaphysics? If 
yes, explain why. If not, cite your favourite definition and defend your choice. As a part of 
your answer, give your interpretation of the term ‘ultimate reality’. 


Are there degrees of reality? Discuss with reference to Plato’s theory of Forms. 


Is the future fated? Discuss with reference to Aristotle’s argument from the truth-value of 
statements about the future. 


Explain and evaluate the differences between nominalism and realism about universals. 


What was the early modern scientists’ contribution to the demise of the Mediaeval picture of 
the universe? Describe and explain how their scientific achievements clashed with the 
mediaeval worldview. 


What is the difference, if any, between a causal relation and a coincidental conjunction of 
events? 


Do we need to posit a first, uncaused cause of the universe? If so, how can we explain its 
existence? If not, what is the alternative? 


‘Descartes sought to meet the challenge of scepticism about knowledge. As such he was an 
anti-sceptic.’ Describe and evaluate Descartes’ anti-sceptical project. 
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